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On the Hereditary Transmission through Four Generations of cm 
Abnormity. — Since the publication of Darwin's masterly work On the 
Origin of Species, the hereditary transmission of abnormal peculiari- 
ties has attracted a good deal of public attention. As a small contri- 
bution to our knowledge of these remarkable cases, I beg to enclose a 
photograph of an abnormity which has now run through four genera- 
tions. The subject photographed is the second of the family so 
afflicted, and from what 1 can learn the following are the facts : — The 
grandmother of the old lady now pourtrayed was, during her preg- 
nancy, walking through a farm-yard, when she was attacked by a 
savage dog and severely lacerated about the hands. On her confine- 
ment her child, a boy, presented the following peculiarities : the 
fingers of both hands were webbed to their extremities ; on the out- 
side of the fourth finger of each hand a supplemental one appeared 
from a little below the ungual phalanx. The thumb of the right 
hand consisted of two distinct metacarpal bones and two first pha- 
langes; the ungual extremity contained three phalanges, the outer 
and inner ones being terminated by nails. The left thumb consisted 
of one metacarpal bone proper, but there was a separate metacarpus 
extending from the carpo-metacarpal articulation and passing the me- 
tacarpo-phalangeal joint. The ungual extremity contained two pha- 
langes bent at an angle. The child possessing these peculiar hands, 
on arriving at man's estate, married, and the old lady whose portrait 
I send was the result of such union. This old lady also married, and 
has had five children, one son and four daughters; the son and 
youngest daughter possessed the above peculiarities. The son mar- 
ried, and has had six children, Jive of whom are afflicted in exactly 
the same manner. The daughter has had two children, both boys, 
the eldest of which possessed the same abnormal structure of the 
hands. Thus this strange malformation has, up to the present time, 
run through_/o!« - generations (three of which I have seen), and pos- 
sibly may run through many more. To my friend Henry Barber, 
M.D., I am indebted for the anatomical details, he having made a 
careful examination of the case. — J. P. Morris, F.A.S.L. 

Burnt Human (?) Bones. — I beg to call attention to a singular mode 
of interment, which is thus described in a letter addressed to Professor 
Owen, which he has kindly placed at my disposal : — " 1, Holly Ter- 
race, Sunderland, April 10th, 1865, — Sir, — Hearing that the labourers 
at Gally's Gill, where I found the humerus of the Bos primigenius, 
had come upon somewhat remarkable remains of antiquity, I went 
thither this afternoon and found a basin-like excavation formed in the 
limestone rock, nine feet in diameter, and about the same in depth 
from the grass surface. The side of the basin has evidently been 
acted on by fire, as you will see from the specimen (A) which I en- 
close. The body of the basin is filled with substance, of which I 
enclose specimen (B). A little beyond the western edge of this ex- 
cavation, and among the clay thrown out from the drift in which the 
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relic of the Bos was found, I picked up the enclosure (C). If you 
have leisure, I shall be glad to be informed of what creature it has 
formed a portion. I am, sir, your obliged and obedient servant, Geo. 
Hardcastle. To Professor Owen." The specimen (A) as the 
writer states, certainly shows the action of fire. The substance (B), 
which fills the interior of the basin, is chiefly composed of calcined 
phosphate of lime, the debris of (human?) bones which have been 
burnt in the cavity. The third specimen (C) is the humerus of a fox, 
and is apparently very recent. I hope that some of your readers will 
inform us what, if any, other instances of this peculiar mode of se- 
pulture exist. — C. Caetee Blake, F.G.S., F.A.S.L. 



Anthropological Ncfos, 

The formation of the Madrid and St. Petersburgh Anthropological 
Society is now to be followed by the formation of an anthropological 
society in New York. This society, we learn, will be founded on 
the plan of the Paris and London societies. 

The Anthropological Society have sent in an address to the President 
and Council of the British Association for the Advancement of 
Science, asking for the appointment of a special section for Anthro- 
pology. Should this request be supported by the council, it will 
doubtless be carried ; and in any case the question will be discussed 
by the general committee. Should the section not be appointed, it 
is intended to hold an Anthropological Congress. We understand that 
arrangements have already commenced, and that papers are being 
collected by the Anthropological Society for reading either before the 
section or at the congress, and that if the council of the Association 
decline to recommend the appointment of a special section the arrange- 
ments will be completed for an anthropological congress. 

Mr. E. G. Squier has just returned to New York from a two years' 
exploration of the ancient monuments of South America, and has 
been collecting materials for a work on the Incas of Peru. We hear 
that he has brought with him two hundred crania of the people, col- 
lected with his own hands. 

Dr. Louis Biichner, who translated Sir Charles LyelPs Antiquity of 
Man into German, has recently been delivering some lectures at 
Darmstadt, on the antiquity of man, which were attended by Prince 
Louis of Hesse. 

Dr. J. Aitken Meigs, of Philadelphia, is engaged on a Memoir on 
the Comparative Anthropology of the Polar Races. He is anxious to 
obtain the measurements of the skulls of the following peoples : — 
Samoiedcs, Yeniseiens, Yukagiri, Yakuts, Tungus, Koriaks, Kamt- 
chatkans, Tchuktchi, Kurilians, Aleoutians, Kenaiens, Kolushes, etc. 
We shall be happy to forward any information, and feel sure that 
Dr. Meigs will gladly give all credit to those who take the trouble to 
send the information sought for. 

Karl Gutzkow, who was one of the most severe critics of Dr. Louis 
Buchner's Kraft und Stoff, is now confined in a lunatic asylum. 



